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15 November 1876

Holland, Michigan

The death and burial of Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte were reported fully in De Hollander. Among
the speakers were Dr. Philip Phelps Jr. who spoke on 2 Samuel 3:38: "Do you not know that a
prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?"
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, 2003.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

1876, 11-15

Translated by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 15 November 1876
Death and burial of ACVR

Death and burial of Dr. A. C. Van Raalte
After a long and painful suffering, Dr. A. C. Van Raalte, the founder of this settlement,
died at the age of 67 on Tuesday morning of last week in this town. Although nobody
expected that he would recover from his illness, his death was still unexpected and the
loss of his life a shock to all of our residents.
The funeral was set for Friday afternoon. The service would be held in First
Reformed Church. City council issued a proclamation, in which it decided that all work
should be laid down and all shops and businesses closed on Friday, and that all buildings
and homes should be draped in mourning in honor of the deceased. The residents were
eager to follow the orders of the proclamation and on Friday morning the city was
plunged into mourning.
The church building, where those who had come from far and away were
supposed to gather, had to have been twice as big to hold all people. Everybody wanted
to be an ear- and eyewitness to the ceremony.
,The committee that had been appointed to arrange the funeral had taken
precautionary measures to make sure that Holland's professors, teachers, city council
members, school board members, the justice of the peace and the president would get a
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seat, so that the different institutions were represented (the justice of peace and the
president occupied only one seat).
The Rev. Pieters opened with prayer, read 2 Kings 2:12, in which it says: "My
father, my father, the chariots of Israel". With this text in hand, he gave a brief and
touching description of the life of the deceased. Dr. A. C. Van Raalte was born on the
17th of October, 1811, in the parsonage in Wansberveen, [in the province of] Overijsel.
He started his studies under professor Klarisse at the national college in Leiden. After
graduation, he first served the church in Henemuiden, and then was a great blessing to
several other churches in the country.
In the year 1846 he departed for this country and settled here. The work that was
done by him in this town and in other places is too multifaceted and extensive to
describe. Everyone — especially the older settlers — know his diligence and energy in
church and societal matters. The memory of this unforgettable father of our settlement
will always be held high by the offspring of this town.
Afterwards, Professor Phelps spoke in English on 2 Samuel 3: 38, in which it
says: "Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?" and
also commemorated the life of Dr. Van Raalte.
After the service in church was over, everybody was given an opportunity to see
the open casket. It took one l hour before the casket could be closed and the funeral
procession formed.
The carriage with the casket was followed by five carriages with family members
of the deceased. The professors, teachers, students, city council members, town board
members, justices of the peace and president followed on foot, and then a large crowd of
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people, consisting of church council members, older settlers and hundreds of residents
from Holland and other towns. About 70 carriages followed this crowd.
After reaching the cemetery and the family grave, the casket was lowered into the
silent grave, after which the Rev. Uiterwijk gave a short and touching speech. He was
surrounded by many sad and sympathizing people.
The Rev. Krispel ended the ceremony with prayer.
As said, everybody expressed sorrow over his death. Home town, church
affiliation or country of origin made no difference in this respect.

1

"1" could be "1/2" or another number.
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1876, 11-15

Translated by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 15 November 1876
Death and burial of ACVR, three articles
Second article
For: De Hollander
The funeral
The funeral of our unforgettable Dominic Van Raalte took place last Friday afternoon,
November the 10'1 '.
Never before did so many people gather in our town to pay the last tribute to a
deceased person.
The Rev. A. C. Van Raalte made an unforgettable impression, especially on those
for whom he was a pastor. Those who got to know him as leader and guide in the years
that our settlement was founded and developed, cannot deny his noble and sacrificial
nature in fighting for the interests of the people — even though there were many
differences. We came under his leadership in 1849, and we have had some differences of
opinion concerning a few societal issues, but we never lost the great respect that we have
for him, and he knew that very well. Moreover, God used him as an instrument in His
hands to lead us spiritually, and we may call him our spiritual father. Would we ever
forget these experiences? No, never!
What Van Raalte has done for our people in society is almost impossible to
describe for a thinking human being. We know what we are saying when we state that the
core of our society, its foundation, color and direction, shows a willingness to work for
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principles that cannot be found in the same measure among our fellow-countrymen in
other places. What other than the noble spirit and indefatigable energy that was apparent
in his 25-year service could have produced this? Yes, what better way to show this than
to point to the large turn-out for the funeral of Dominie Van Raalte — at least 2000 people
showed up from all over our settlement. There is no better testimony to the recognized
value of his work than this large crowd.
First Reformed Church, the church of the Rev. Pieters, was never as full with
human beings than on this solemn occasion. We are unable to report anything on the
contents of the service, since the large crowd that was already present when we were
searching for a place, made it impossible for us to hear anything from the solemn
speeches.
Holland, Nov. 11, 1876.
K. Schaddelee.
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1876, 11-15

Translated by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 15 November 1876
Death and burial of ACM, three articles
Third article

For: De Hollander
How was the ceremony mantwed?
We came long before the determined hour to the church where the funeral service for the
Rev. A. C. Van Raalte was going to be held. With hundreds of other friends (between 300
and 500), we waited a long time outside or in the hallway, hoping that one of the pastors
(and there were lots of them) would listen to us. We shared our desire with one of them,
that there would also be a speech of commemoration for those who did not fit in the
church.
We think that there were many people outside of the church, who should have
been inside. People who shared a 27- or 30-year history with the deceased, who also
struggled together with him through the dark and difficult night of our colony.
[The committee] knew that this extraordinary occasion would cause many people
to come, that the church would not be big enough to contain half of the people who
wanted to attend. Why did they make such a flagrant distinction between people? And if
they wanted to make a distinction, they should have given first priority to the older
settlers. We were pleased to see that many older settlers from outside this community had
received seats, but there were too many people who were displaced because of these
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reserved seats. We do not believe in reserved seats, not for ourselves and not for other
people — although there are some exceptions to this rule. There were apparently so many
reserved seats that the crowding made it impossible to keep them all free. Usually they
are given to best friends, without making eye-catching distinctions. But why should
priority be given to editors, justices of the peace and teachers? Yes, we wonder if any
class of people should have received reserved seats, except for the pastors and elders who
suffered and battled together with the deceased through the hardships of colonial life. We
are convinced of this because there quite a number of other people, many of them older
and without title or status, who bridged many miles to hear commemoration speeches on
their benefactor and pastor during the dark days of this settlement; they should have had
first rights on seats, but they were put in the back.
The editors could have reported on this occasion without enjoying reserved seats.
We will probably never again have a funeral like this, or a place were such a ceremony
can be held, but even in the smaller ceremonies it is better to try to not make distinctions
between people. We are sure that such distinctions between person and person could not
have been the wish of the deceased nor of his family.
Holland, Nov. 11, 1876
An observer

The ceremony committee members acted on their best insights and intentions in this
extraordinary case. The fact that not everybody was satisfied does certainly not mean
that this was a case of mismanagement.

Editors
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